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Did he not find thee an orphan and sheltered thee?
And found thee erring and guided thee?
And found thee poor and enriched thee?
Then as for the orphan oppress him not,
. And for him who asketh of thee, chide him not away?
And for the bounty of thy Lord, fell of it,"1
Here are no words of a self-conscious impostor, but rather
of one convinced of the truth of his message and of the
divine care enfolding the messenger, rejected by his own
people.
In regard to Mohammed's belief in the divine inspira-
tion of all that is contained in the later surahs of the Ko-
ran, especially of those composed at Medinah, when the
growing triumph of Islam added to his role of prophet those
of law-giver and ruler, we can speak with less confidence.
This confidence almost vanishes in the case of the conven-
ient "revelations" scattered through surah XXXIII touch-
ing the prophet's private life. Among these is included a
list of marriages which he may contract, terminating with
the phrase, "A special privilege this for thee above all
other believers37 (verse 49). Criticism of his marriage
with the divorced wife of his adopted son Zaici was si-
lenced by a revelation legalizing the union (verses 37-38).
There are other instances, where the exact allusion is ob-
scure, whose object is clearly to guard the prophet's com-
fort or his reputation.2 All such passages, whatever their
1	Surah XVIII.   Translation by Stanley Lane Poolc.
2	It may be conceded that this especial legislation is announced with
quaint simplicity.   According to Palmer's interpretation of verse 53,
the believers are warned not to hint for an invitation to dine* with
the prophet by following the Arab custom of sitting around the tent
watching for the pot to boil.    Earlier in the surah, verses 27 and 28,
Allah is represented as commanding Mohammed, who, it is alleged, ha»
been annoyed by his wives' demands for new dresses, to give, them the
choice between divorce on the one hand, and on the other contentment
with what they have here, plus the promise of reward in the hereafter.
The chapter of the Prohibition (surah LXV1) contains, without doubt,
a rebuke to the women of Mohammed'h household.    Palmer follows
the commentators, who link it with a squalid story of jealousy of the
Coptic maiden Mary, on the part of 'Ayeahah and Hafsah.   This is

